uncertainty.

As parents, your presence and guidance during times of decision-making is crucial. Although you can’t make
choices for your teenagers, you can help them recognize their talents and interests, research their options,
set short- and long-term goals, and then get settled in the next stage of their lives. Use the information in
this issue of "The Parent Newsletter” to help your teenagers rely on God as they contemplate the future.
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As another school year wraps up, graduating seniors are contemplating the next
- stage in their lives. Whether kids are heading to college, the military, or full-
time employment, this important milestone brings a mixture of excitement and

Those feelings aren’t reserved for high school seniors. Whether they're 13 or 19,
most young people question what the future holds for them. "What does God
want me to do with my life? Should I go to college? If so, which one? What
should I study? What do I want to be? Should I get married? If so, to whom?”
Such questions can feel overwhelming, especially when they’re combined with
all the other emotions and pressures today’s teenagers face.

Teenagers who know that God has their lives all planned out still might not
know which particular direction he wants them to take. When big choices loom,
Christians can bring their questions to God in prayer and can rely on the loving
support of family members and friends.

Assistance in Aisle Three

Share with your teenagers this insightful
excerpt from Group’s Live Bible:

Yesterday I saw something new—a huge dog
right in the middle of Wal-Mart. He was a seeing-
eye dog, and he was leading his master through
the perilous twists and bends of the personal-
hygiene department. The man still had a mind of
his own. He had an idea of the general direction
to head toward and of the things he wanted. But
he needed a good set of eyes to guide him.

That’s a pretty clear picture of Jeremiah 29:4-14.

God creatively weaves the Israelites through the
hidden roadblocks they are oblivious to. He
knows where to take them and how to make it
safely through. We can fully expect God to do
the same for us. God has a plan for each of us
and a good set of eyes. God can easily create a
path for us, even when we can’t see the way.

Try closing your eyes tight and feeling your way
around the house in the dark. As you do,
imagine the things in your future you feel
uncertain about: college, relationships, career
path. Then pray. Thank God for his creative
plans for you and for his gentle leadership
guiding you safely through.

/\ Pulse—

Decisions, decisions. Teenagers seem to face one
big choice after another. Check out these stats
about teenagers and the future:

e 449 of teenagers say their top worry is getting
good grades, and 32% say their top worry is

getting into a good college.
(The Parent Institute)

e When teenagers were
asked whether they
wanted to follow the
career path of their father
or mother, 79%

responded “neither.”
(USA Today)

e 32% of teenagers expect

to be famous someday.
(Psychology Today)

e According to various
sources, about 80% of
teenagers say they
expect to get married someday.




to Ask Your Kids

Use these discussion PRAY THAT:
starters as you help your
teenagers ponder and 1. God will guide your kids as they contemplate his will for their lives.

prepare for the future.
2. Your teenagers will be receptive to your support and guidance as they

1. When you think about your make big decisions.

future, how do you feel?

What are you most excited 3. Your teenagers will make choices that are pleasing to God and that
about and most scared glorify him.

about? Explain.
4. God will protect and bless your teenagers as they grow and prepare to
2. How certain are you about leave your “nest.”

what you want to do with
your life? Do you think your

goals match up with God’s of the Month

plans? Why or why not? “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. "They are
plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a
hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for
me wholeheartedly, you will find me.” (Jeremiah 29:11-13)

3. If God already knows how
our lives will turn out, why do
you think he often lets us

. o
struggle with decisions: God, the architect of the universe, has drafted detailed “life plans” for

each of his children. Although the Bible may not tell your kids what
classes to take or which job to accept, it assures them that he holds
each of their futures. God promises to provide good, hope-filled lives for
teenagers—and for you.

4. What one question about
your future would you most
like God to answer, and why?

With Kids

At SimplyYouthMinistry.com, author Katie Brazelton writes about helping your teenagers
discover and fulfill their life purpose. To read the entire article, visit SimplyYouthMinistry.com
and enter “"The ABC'’s of Parenting on Purpose” in the search box.

I am the first to admit that I didn’t know how to go about planning my life for God. My mama never told me
how. I wish she had. She did teach me a few things, like “Floss. Don't let your roots show. And wear clean
underwear in case of an accident.” But none of those things helped me figure out what God expected me to
be and do. For me, discerning my purpose in life was a grueling process of hit and miss, of pouring my heart
out to strangers, and of shedding buckets of tears. I wouldn’t wish my method on anyone. By sharing these
26 lessons with your teenagers, you'll save them some frustration and legwork.

Acknowledge your abilities. Be willing to forgive yourself and
others. Concentrate on your character. Develop a servant’s
heart. Embrace God’s dream for your life. Face your fears. Give
God the glory. Hold onto hope. Invite humility into your life.
Just offer your weaknesses to God. Keep going back to your
Bible as the ultimate, unchanging truth. Love God and your
neighbor. “*Motate” toward your life mission. Not about you.
Obey. Pray all day long. Quit being so serious. Reach out for
healthy relationships. Serve where you are called today. Tell
others about the numerous, gracious miracles God has done for
you! Understand your uniqueness. Invite Vision. Walk with an
accountability partner. EXpect an extraordinary purpose. Yearn
to please an audience of one: Jesus Christ. UnZip your zeal.




This page is designed to inform and educate parents and isn’t meant to endorse any music or movie.
Our prayer is that you will make informed decisions on what your kids listen to and watch.

MUSICSPOTLIGHT

Background: A little Madonna, a little Gwen Stefani, a little
Depeche Mode. A little R&B, a little rock and a whole lot
electronica-infused dance pop. Shove all these influences
together, and you get Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta, aka,
Lady Gaga.

Objectionable Content: "Just Dance" chronicles the efforts
of a severely intoxicated woman ("I've had a little bit too much/ ...
Can't find my drink or man/Where are my keys?") simply to stay
upright on the dance floor. "Lovegame" not-so-subtly articulates
Lady Gaga's desire for intercourse ("I'm educated in sex,
yes/And now | want it bad/ ... Let's have some fun, this beat is
sick/l wanna take a ride on your disco stick"). The suggestive
"Poker Face" mingles gambling metaphors with even more crude
sexual euphemisms. "The Fame" imagines living like the rich and
the famous as a young woman coolly considers a career in the
porn industry if that's what it takes ("l can see myself in the
movies/ ... Photograph my mind and whatever else you'd like to
shoot/ ... All we care about is pornographic girls on film and body
plastic"). Similar sentiments pop up on "Beautiful, Dirty, Rich"
("We've got a redlight pornographic dance fight"). On "Money
Honey," a woman having an affair ("I'm your lover and your
mistress") says that a rich man's wealth is all that matters.
"Summerboy" celebrates a summer romp ("Get your a-- in my
bed/Maybe you'll be my summer boyfriend"). And so it goes on
track after track that celebrates a nonstop sensual party. A half-
dozen vulgarities turn up along the way, too, including three s-
words.

Summary Advisory: Musically speaking, this New York-born
singer's debut is a state-of-the-art tour de force as it seamlessly
molds so many sonic influences. It's a shame, then, that the
Lady's lyrical content is as shallow and coarse as her beats are
infectious. Miss Gaga is ready to give any rapper a run for his
money when it comes to celebrating the charms of mindless
materialism and casual sex. "l wanna take a ride on your disco
stick" aptly encapsulates The Fame's vacuous hedonism.
http://www.pluggedinonline.com/music/music/a0004599.cfm

Christian Artist

Background: This worship band formed in Belfast,
Ireland, in 2004. During a mission trip to Pattaya,
Thailand, the city’s poor conditions inspired
Bluetree’s hit song “"God of This City.” The band’s
new album climbed to the top of the Christian praise-
and-worship sales charts.

Albums: God of This City (2009), Greater Things
(2007)

What Parents Should Know: Bluetree has been
active in the UK for a few years but is just now
getting attention in America. The talented band
members love the Lord, and the estimable worship
leader Chris Tomlin has covered “"God of This City.”

What Bluetree Says: Lead singer Aaron Boyd says
Bluetree’s worship songs are about action. "We are
[Jesus’] hands and feet in the world. Let’s not just
ask God to change everything, but let’s be a blessing
and speak words of life into people’s difficult
circumstances.”

Discussion Questions: What's the biggest problem
you're facing, and how are you dealing with it? What
big problems do other people face worldwide? Read
Galatians 5:13-14. How does serving others give you
“freedom”? How does reaching out to help others
affect your problems—or your perception of them?

!
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Movie: X-Men Origins: Wolverine
Genre: Action-Adventure, Sci-Fi Thriller

Rating: PG-13 for intense sequences of action and violence, and some partial nudity
Synopsis: This begins a string of films explaining the backstories of popular
superheroes from the X-Men films. James Logan (Hugh Jackman) is Wolverine,

a mutant who seeks revenge on his half-brother Victor Creed. Creed, the mutant
known as Sabretooth, killed Wolverine’s girlfriend. Wolverine uncovers a larger

plot that threatens all mutants.
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NHBC Family Campout '&dd(% n

(m)Fusion- Friday Nights 7-11pm

Small Group Bible Studies:
Wednesday nights: cRackEd (Middle School small group Bible study) 7-8pm

Mark your Calendar!

May
8th-9th - Acquire the Fire Event
22-25" - NHBC Memorial Day weekend Family Campout (No Friday night (n)Fusion 22"%)

June
13™- Annual XTR Block Party downtown Front Royal

24-28"™- Creation Fest (family event) Please see Lee for more info

Sunday nights High School small group Bible study “the Grind” Spm at Spelunkers or Daily Grind
(series “whatz on ur [IPOD”)

For more information check out our website:

www.nfusionyouth.com

m\ ew Hope Bible Church
80 North Lake Ave.
Copies of this newsletter are available at

the information desk located at the rear
of the Fellowship Hall.

Lee Montgomery
Pastor of Student Ministries

Front Royal, VA 22630 Email: newhopeyp @gmail.com
540-636-8838 http://faithfreaks.com/Pastor Lee
http://www.myspace.com/northstaryp




